
 

Since its inception by Saint John Paul II in 
1994, the World Meeting of Families has 
strengthened the sacred bonds of families 
across the globe. 

 
This year, the city of Philadelphia will welcome Pope Francis and nearly two million Catholics   
to the World Meeting of Families. Held every three years and sponsored by the Holy See’s 
Pontifical Council for the Family, the World Meeting of Families is the world’s largest Catholic 
gathering of families. 
 
Each World Meeting of Families (WMOF) has a theme that energizes and enlivens the event 
while adding great depth of meaning to our understanding of families. The theme of the World 
Meeting of Families – Philadelphia 2015 is “LOVE IS OUR MISSION: THE FAMILY FULLY ALIVE,” 
emphasizing the impact of the love and life of families on our society. 
 
This year’s WMOF will take place in September and will be comprised of three main events: 
 
The Adult & Youth Congress (Tuesday – Friday, Sept. 22 – 25)  
 

 The Congress will be held in the Pennsylvania Convention Center in “center city” 
Philadelphia, located near several religious, artistic and historical attractions. 

 Multi-lingual presentations, workshops, activities, and exhibits will be presented daily.   

 Registration is required to attend the Congress. The cost of admission varies according 
to package and time of registration. 

 
The Festival of Families (Saturday, Sept. 26) 
 

 The Festival of Families will be held outdoors on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.  

 There will be catechesis, entertainment and prayer throughout the late afternoon.   

 Pope Francis will join the festival at approximately 7:30 PM and remain for about two 
hours. This event is open to the public and NO tickets are required to attend. 

 
The Papal Mass (Sunday, Sept. 27) 
 

 The Papal Mass is scheduled to begin at 4 PM. It will be held outdoors on the Benjamin 

Franklin Parkway with the Altar situated near the Philadelphia Art Museum. 

 The Mass is open to the public and NO tickets are required to attend. An estimated 1 to 

2 million people are expected to attend. 

 The Diocese of Metuchen has reserved 10 buses which will leave from various locations 

across the diocese.  Bus seats can be reserved on a first come-first serve basis through 

the diocesan website and/or by phone. Two buses will be leaving from the Saint John 

Neumann Center at 146 Metlars Lane in Piscataway. 

 Those considering attending should be prepared for a day that includes significant 

walking. Also, no general seating will be available. The Mass will be a standing event. 



 
IMPORTANT!!!  Beware of con-artists who are “selling” tickets to the Papal 
events. Both Papal events are FREE and NO tickets are required. 
 
If you plan to drive into Philadelphia, be aware that parking is very limited and 
restricted to certain areas, mostly located outside “center city”. Also, security 
checkpoints will be set up all around the perimeter of the Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway. Give yourself plenty of extra time if you plan to attend any scheduled 
event. 
 

Vatican Splendors Exhibit 
 

At a recent news conference, the World Meeting of Families Philadelphia 2015 joined with the 
Franklin Institute to announce that the world renowned "Vatican Splendors Exhibit" will visit 
the Franklin Institute September 19, 2015 – February 15, 2016.  
 
The exhibition explores the historical and cultural impact of the Vatican over the span of 2,000 
years through significantly relevant objects that will travel from Rome to Philadelphia. 
Highlights of the nearly 10,000 square-foot exhibition include artwork by Michelangelo, 
including signed documents and a rarely seen bas relief sculpture, tools used in work on the 
Sistine Chapel, works by masters including Bernini and Guercino, artwork dating back to the 
first century, relics (bone fragments) of Saints Peter and Paul, and numerous other significant 
items. Learn more about the Vatican Splendors Exhibit on the WMOF website. 
 
 

Want more excitement? 
 
The World Meeting of Families – Philadelphia 2015 is in need of volunteers to help with the 
many events associated with the Congress and Papal visit. Prospective volunteers can visit the 
volunteer webpage at www.worldmeeting2015.org/get-involved/volunteer/ to learn more 
about the variety of volunteer positions, the process for getting a background check, and 
applying for specific roles.  
 
 

 

For complete details and the most up-to-date information, visit: 
www.worldmeeting2015.org 

 

To reserve a seat on one of the buses going to the Papal Mass, visit: 

www.diometuchen.org  

 

 
 

Pray that this event will be a source of many blessings for families throughout the world. 
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